The Last Word...

Why You Hmre To Look at
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By Rae Mack

he newsthismorning wasn’t good.

Therewerereports of three people
dying on our highwaysin Tidewater, whichis
what some peoplecall theareaaround here
in Norfolk. These peopleweren’t famous, so
their deathswon'’t make headlines else-
where.

I’mtelling you about these deaths
because of why these peopledied. They
didn’t think about the consequences of what
they weredoing.

Thefirst death wasa17-year-old boy.
Heand his 14-year-old friend were crossing
aninterstateon foot. The 17-year-old
dropped abag of chips, then darted back
onto the highway to retrievethem. When he
did, acar hitandkilled him. Thedriver pulled
hiscar over and ran away. Policelater
arrested him at ahospital. We don’t know
why heran away (maybethe shock of killing
someone?), but now heisintroublewiththe
law, something he probably wouldn’t have
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been if he had stayed at the scene. Two
people heredidn’t think about the risks of
what they did.

The second two peoplewho didn’t
consider therisks of what they weredoing
and died were ayoung man and his 25-year-
old fiancée. Instead of having her takea
motorcycle course, he wasteaching her how
to drive hisHarley-Davidson 2000 motor-
cycle. They wereriding with agroup, with
thewoman driving andthemanridingasa
passenger. Suddenly, the bike veered off the
road and ran headlong into trees. Even
though both werewearing hel mets, they died
ingtantly.

Think about these two incidentswhen
you decideto take chances. Thisiswhy we
arecongtantly telling you to practicerisk
management off duty, aswell aswhenyou
areat work. If these people had weighed the
risks, they might still bearound.pg
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